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Sri Pratap Singh Museum at Lal mandi Srinagar is 
one of the richest and oldest museums of the Sub 
Continent, which houses and showcases the State’s 
wonderful culture heritage, besides the stuffs of its 
natural history and specimens of its geology and mining 
heritage. More than eighty thousand artifacts of 
archaeology, numismatics, epigraphy, manuscripts, 
calligraphy, paintings, miniatures, decorative arts, arts 
and crafts, Jewelry, arms and armory are preserved 
and showcased in this historic museum. These include 
number of rare and extremely rare artifacts. Its earliest 
artifacts dates back to 50,0000 BC which consists of 
few fossils of mammoth, (the extinguished animal), 
its rare collections include, Punch mark coins (350- 
200) BC, Stone and bronze sculptures (600-1200) AD, 
and Gilgit Manuscript (500-600) AD, besides the 
museum in its various galleries house thousands of 
ancient silver and copper coins, including Greek and 
Kushan coins, hundreds of sculptures in bronze, stone 
and terracotta. Hundreds of textile artifacts including 
the embroidered map of Srinagar city, Jammu, Kashmir, 
Kangra and Basoli paintings, illustrated Shahnama and 
artifacts of Paper mashie, Copper, wood and enameled 
work. Its collections represent all the territories of 
Jammu and Kashmir State, which include Gilget 
Baltistan, Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir. 
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Old Museum Building 


This museum is the repository of our composite 
cultural heritage and has got a very long and interesting 
history. It is recorded to have been first established 
here in the year 1898 AD in the Marvelous Summer 
place of Maharaja Rambir Singh. This palace lis been 
built by the Maharaja in 1872 AD, on the left bonk of 
the river Jhelum at Lal Mandi. This palace is suare 
in Plan, built with wood and bricks. It has followed 
Anglo- Indian architecture with strong Mughal 
architecture influence. It is one of the magnificent 
monuments of Kashmir with its interior walls and 
ceiling decorated with exquisite types of Paper Mashie 
and glazed works. This type of art and painting is 
hardly found anywhere in Kashmir. It symbolizes the 
grace of Kashmir architecture of the 19 century AD. 


Establishing of this museum in this palace was a 
temporary arrangement made by the Maharaja Pratap 
Singh, under the expert Guidance of few European 
Scholars which included the British Resident S.H. 
Godfray, J.B. Bleazby, G. Pearls and Darbar was 
represented by General Raja Amar Singh. These four 
personalities were responsible in establishing the 
museum in this palace. The inaugural collections to 
this museum were taken from the Toshkhana, state 
treasury and State’s military stores. Later on, the 
museum enriched its collection by yearly art and 
antiquities purchases, donations and by the collections 
discovered by the state archaeology department and 
by antique recoveries made by the Jammu and Kashmir 
police. 
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New Museum Building 


While commissioning the museum in 1900 AD 
under its temporary arrangement, the Darbar Kept 
Rupees 40,000 in transit for construction of the new 
museum building. However, the temporary arrangement | 
made for the museum ultimately turned to be a 
permanent one, till 2008 AD, as during this long period 
no such complex could be constructed to preserve and 
showcase the museum collections on modern scientific 
lines. No doubt few proposals to this effect had been 
moved and even one of such proposals had been 
approved by the state cabinet in the year 2001 and a 
foundation stone for the new museum complex was 
laid on 5" of December 2001 at Zabarwan Park on the 
right bank of the Dal Lake during the chief minister 
ship of Farooq Abdullah. But this project was soon 
staled by Mufti Mohammad Sayeed’s Government in 
year 2003 and he proposed the Harnivas Palace at 
Gopkar Road, the new campus for the museum but 
this proposal on this turn was again dropped by Ghlam 
Nabi Azads, Government in the year 2006, and he 
approved the proposal of the new museum complex 
adjacent to the old museum palace at Lal mandi on 
March 2008, with an estimated cost of Rupees 27.92 
corers. Its design was prepared by the chief architect 
of the state and police Housing Corporation was allotted 
its execution work. The new museum complex was to 
be completed within a time bound period of two years 
and chief minister had desired to lay its foundation 
only once its structure was raised to its prescribed 
end. This was very bold decision of Ghlam Nabi Azad, 
which showed his passion for having a ultra modern 
museum complex at Srinagar to house and showcase 
the museum collections on modern scientific lined show 


Higitized by eGangotri 





cases. Since he knew that the museum complex in 
Srinagar has been waiting from decades and each time 
by this or that way the museum project has been 
delayed. 

To be honest it would not be wrong to say that it 
was due to the personnel efforts of the Shri Ghlam 


Nabi Azad that a forgotten dream turned a reality. 
He in his pursuits was followed by Sbr: Mufti 
Mohammad Syed in his second turn of Chic! Minister 
Ship that he took personnel efforts in accelerating the 
work on interior of the museum complex aw: part y 
shifting of the museum collections. Sh:; Mufii 


Mohammad Syed has decided to inaugurate the new 
museum complex on 15" of January 2016, but as ill 
fated he left for heavenly aboard, few days before the 
inauguration date of the museum, as such he could 
not commission it for the public. But it is worthwhile 
to mention here that he was very particular to see the 
museum complex is commissioned for general visitors 
as he had a dream to make this museum the most 
preferable tourist destination of the state. 


To conclude we may say that just like the British 
resident Capitan S.H. Godfray and General Raja Amar 
Singh were the brains behind the creation of museum 
of the Jammu and Kashmir state at Srinagar in 1889 
AD, similarly, Shri Ghlam Nabi Azad and Shri Mofti 
Mohammad Syed’s endeavors created another history 
in the year 2008 and 2016, to have a first ever new 
museum complex for SPS Museum at Srinager. 


Iqbal Ahmad 
Dated, 28-8-2017 
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Janpadha Period 
Muaryans 

Indo- Greeks 
indo- Scythian 
Indo- Parthian 
Kushans 

Kidara 

Huns 

Karkota 

Utpala 
Yaasakara 
Lahora 

Later Rajas 
Shahmeri Sultans 
Chak Sultans 
Mughals 
Durrani 


Sikhs 


Dogra Rajas 


(600-350 BC) 
(350-200 BC) 
(200 BC 

to 

100 AD) 
(100-400 AD) 
(400-500 AD) 
(500-600 AD) 
(600- 855 AD) 
(855-939 AD) 
(939-948 AD) 
(1003-1171 AD) 
(1171-1180 AD) 
(1339-1561 AD) 
(1561-1586 AD) 
(1586-1753 AD) 
(1753-1891 AD) 
(1891-1846 AD) 


(1846-1947AD) 





The Museum has got following galleries, where in 
are showcased the priced collections of this museum. 


Archaeology. 
Numismatics. 

Textiles. 

Decorative Art. 
Manuscripts, 

Arms and Armory. 
Culture and society. 
Geology and mining. 
Natural history. 
Ornaments and jewelry 
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Archaeology Gallery 


The first step of archaeology gallery of this museum 
showcases the replicas of the cave pits, a thatched roof hut, 
and a burial pit, used by the inhabitants of early man in Kashmir. 
The remains of earliest habitation sites were found at Burzhama 
and Gofkral in district Srinager and Pulwama. 


During various excavations undertaken in Kashmir, 
numbers of artifacts of Paleolithic and Neolithic ages 
were excavated at Burzhama and Gufkral earliest 
habitation sites, but since these excavations were 
undertaken by the Archaeological Survey of India, as 
such these artifacts are lying with that agency and till 
date no any artifact of these ages is on display in the 
archaeological gallery. 


Neolithic Site at Burzhama 


Decades have passed when first ever Neolithic site 
dated to (3000-1000) BC, was found at the plateau of 
Burzahama on the outskirts of the Srinagar city. It was 
also the first ever human habitation site which revealed 
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enough cultural evidences of Paleolithic and Neolithic 
periods of Kashmir civilization. It was the stage when 
people here had been living in the cave shelters dug 
out beneath the ground. They also used to bury their 
dead. 


The state authorities have been pursuing the case of 
retrieval of these artifacts, for their proper display in 
the museum but till date no any artifact of the site was 
handed over back to the state cultural authorities. 


Terracotta Tiles 


In the archaeology gallery are displayed the terracotta 
tiles recovered from various Buddhist archaeological sites, 
dating (100-500 AD). This period mostly corresponds to 
the Kushan period. 

Terra-Cotta art is broadly classified into two types, 
tile and sculpture art. 


The Tiles are major bricks which are sometimes 
molded and sometimes given a concave shape. The back 
of the Tile is clean; the face of the tile is divided into 
panels. These panels are stamped into various motifs 
which include human, animal and floral pictures. These 
motifs are raised in a low relief. 


Apart from Terra-Cotta Tiles, the Terra-Cotta Sculptures 
are more astonishing. These are really masterpieces 
produced from moulds carved by hand. The miniature 
Terra-Cotta heads and sculpture were found firstly at 
Ushkar (Baramulla). Later on, few such specimens were 
also found at Parihaspora (Baramulla). The more 
wonderful Terra-Cotta Sculpture discovery was made at 
Ambrin (Akhnoor). These include few Terra-Cotta heads. 
Recently several terracotta busts were discovered at 
Latipura (Pulwama) by the experts of State Archeology 
Department. Several of terracotta heads, tiles and jewelry 
artifacts are housed in the museum. 





A part form the above earliest cultural evidences, 
Archaeologists came across few terra-cotta pavements 
made of large bricks stamped in various interesting 
human, animal and floral designs from various places 
of the valley. Archaeologists have been attributing these 
settlements to Buddhists and most of these sites belonged 
to the Kushan Period. Earliest evidences of this culture 
were reported from the upper reaches of Lidder Valley. 
These are dated to 1st Century AD. The lost matured 
stage of the culture is believed flourished in the hills of 
Zabarwan at Harwan which is dated to 4th Century 5 D. 
The terra-cotta settlements discovered in Lidder Valley 
are considered the earliest ones. These were found at 
two different places, one at Hionar (Liddru) and another 
at Dard Kote (Hutmur) During a trial dig of these sites 
in 1979 and 1986 respectively. One of the tile pavements 
was laid out in concentric circle with a full blown lotus 
in the centre. The motifs depicted on these tiles represent 
mostly floral and mythical designs. The excavations were 
followed by another more advanced tile pavement 
discovered at a plateau called Kotebal in Anantnag 
District. 


Stone and Bronze Sculptures 


The archaeology gallery houses the exquisite collection 
of stone and bronze sculptures recovered from various 
archaeological sites of the Kashmir. These sculptures 
belong to Buddhist and Hindu pantheon and dates in 
between (600 AD - 1300 AD). The sculptures include 
Buddha, Bodhisattva, Queen Maya, Shiva, Brahma, 
Vishnu, Indra in various forms and styles ‘depicting strong 
influences of Gandhara and Gupta art. 


Stone art which is locally known as Sangtarashi is 
in fact centuries old, perhaps as old as the human history 
of the land. The earliest stone sculptures are known from 
Bijbehara, which are dated to 6lh and 7" century AD. 





These sculptural traditions, which appeared from 
Bijbehara, got cultivated in the local schools at 
Pandhrethan, Awantipura, Parihaspura and Verinag. 
Although in the old museum these were displayed in a 
chronological order, but here in this museum, these are 

. displayed in iconographical order, e.g, the sculptures of 
Shiva, Vishnu, Brahma, Surya and Buddha pantheon have 
been displayed in separate cabins. 


Masterpieces of Bronzes are also showcased in another 
cabin, which includes the 6th Century AD Standing 
Buddha anc! 10" century AD famous Shankervarmans 
frame depicting various incarnations of Vishnu Avtara 
and discovered trom Devsara Kulgam. The distinguished 
fact of Kashmir bronzes.lies in their inlaying. The Kashmir 
bronze sculptures have got silver inlaying in its eyes 
and sometimes on its lips. 





Numismatics Gallery 


There are about seventy thousand coins housed in 
the numismatic gallery of the museum. The representative 
series of these coins are displayed in a chronological 
order in its beautiful showcases. i 


From the Punch mark coins, which are dated circa 
(500-250 BC), up to the paper money of contemporary 
ages are housed in the numismatic gallery of the museum. 
The display includes the representative coins of Mauryans, 
Greeks, Indo Greeks, Scythians, Parthains, Kushans, 
Kideras Huns, local Hindu Rajas, Muslim sultans, Mughal, 
Durrani, Sikhs and Dogra Rajas. 


Decorative Art Gallery 


Decorative art Gallery is in the first floor and 
showcases the master pieces of Kashmir decorative arts, 
which include the Specimen of Paper mashie, enameled 
work, copper work, straw work, wood work, serpentine 
objects, glazed tiles and musical instruments. 





Paper Mashie 


Papier machie means ‘mashed paper’ it is a unique 
combination of paper and painting. It involves colorful 
ornamentation of paintings on paper surface. It is also 
applied to the smooth surfaces of wood, cardboard and 
leather. The art has a long history. It is widely believed 
to have been introduced by Sultan Zain-ul-Abiden in 
15th Century AD. He is said to have invited the artists 
from central Asia and provided them Jagirs. Kashmirics 
are learnt to have learned the art from those craft masters. 
Initially the art was known here by the name of Kari 
Qalamdani, it was then confined up to small objects like 
pen cases and small boxes but later on it got applied or: 
other objects it is applied on medium and big size 
decorative objects. The art mostly remained confined up 
to urban areas of Kashmir. These wonderful artifacts of 
this art are displayed in the decorative art gallery of 
this museum. 


Enameled Work 


The Museum has a prestige in holding a very good 
collection of the artifacts of this enameled work in its 
decorative art gallery. The enameled work of Kashmir 
is an olden art which is applied on the metal works. 
The enamels of Kashmir are not transparent and differ 
in this respect from most of the Indian enamels. The 
Kashmir craftsman works on silver, copper and brass. 
For copper, different shades of blue are used most 
frequently, while on silver a light blue is applied. It 
appears upon the lota (water vessel) and the Tumbi 
(Gourd shaped vessel), the Surahi (the long Necked Flask) 
and the various other ornamental forms of water carrying 
vessels in which enameling is usually combined with 
gilding. 





Copper Work 


The tale of Kashmiri metal works is very old, perhaps 
as old as its human civilization. The metal workers 


commissioned impressive objects to meet the social and 
economic rediirernents of the country. 

Centurio oll magnificent utensils of Kashmir also 
found their place in the art galleries of the world. The 


objects used as common utensils in Kashmir include 
Samavars, Tashti Nari, Vessels, Water Jugs, Plate Trays, 
Bowls, Wood Dan, etc. These objects are usually plated 
with tin before they are used. 


Number of brilliant copper samawar (teapots) had 
washes, water jugs, pitchers, bowls, glasses and other 
cooking range objects have become the zenith of every 
Kashmiri household. There are several magnificent artifacts 
of this art housed in the decorative art gallery 


Wood Carving 


The wood work of Kashmir is another important 
classical art. It is believed born of the needs of the local 
people and inspired by the rich variety of beautiful walnut 
and deodar woods. It has not been only a decorative 
craft but functional as well. Most of the olden houses of 
this land still demonstrate a variety of glorious wood 
works. The wood carving is done on well smooth surfaces 
of the wood. Usually tables, stools, bowls, panels are 
carved in various glorious designs, which included motifs 
of lotus, Rose, Iris, fruits and leaves of certain famous 
local tree varieties. Sometimes the external designs are 
also found to have been explored by the local craftsman. 
The Tibetan dragon and cloud forms like external designs 
had been also popular here. Exquisite artifacts of this 
art are displayed in the decorative art gallery of the 
museum. 
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Kashmir Musical Instrument 


Although it was sofiyana music which dominated 
the classical ages, but with the introduction of few new 
trends into folk music the folk got wide representation. 
The Chakri, Ruff, Wanwun, Nind Buth, Lala Pad and Ladi 
Shah like types got promoted under the roof of folk music. 


The decorative gallery displays few most famous 
musical instruments included Sitar, Santoor , Rabab, nuth, 
Sarangi and Tabla used in folk and Sufiyana musical 
concerts. 


Culture and Society Gallery 


The models laid in this gallery depict he traditional 
dress culture of various ethnic groups of the Jammu 
and Kashmir state, which include Muslim peer, Kashmeri 
pundits, Dogras of Jammu. Ladakhi and Askardu man. 
The gallery also showcased three replicas of secular 
architecture of the three regions of the state,ie Jammu, 
Kashmir and Ladakh, besides the domestic utensils used 
in these regions. 


Jewelry Gallery 


The earliest evidences of jewelry items were found 
in the archaeological sites of Harwan, Ushkar and Litpura 
sites (100-400) AD, where the exhumed material showed 
the human pattern of men and women wearing brilliant 
ornaments. The terracotta and stone Sculptures in the 
Archaeology gallery depict the magnificent motifs of 
different types of ornaments and jewelry. 


Kashmiri jewelers commissioned variety of ornaments. 
“The jewelry of Kashmir is unique in design and very 
minutely worked. The various types of jewelry such as 
earrings, necklaces, bracelets, anklets, amulets, rings, 
rosary, tin or silver, charm, cases and head bands are all 
delicately worked, even though the base is sometimes 





solid. The jewelers seem to have had nature as their 
model in most ornaments. The museum houses exquisite 
collection of ornaments, mostly of the Maharaja period. 


(However, till the writing of this booklet, the jewelery 
artifacts were yet to be displayed in its gallery.) 


Arms and Armory Gallery 


Kashmir has been famous for the manufacture of 
swards and gun barrels. The Kashmir swards are 
frequen’! y ornamented with incised figures in relief of 
man anc! animals, and the outline heightened with gold. 
Shields with beautiful designs on them viewing with 
the embroidered work of a shawl are also made. The 
figures of sportsman on foot and on elephants are usually 
represented pursuing the tiger and the antelope. For the 
manufacture of the barrels, the Kashmiris use the smelted 
iron of Bajaur. Blades for daggers are also prepared. 
Specimens of old Kashmir daggers pish-qabiz and 
mousquetoons or sheer bachcha (young tiger) may still 
be seen in Indian museums. 


Dewan Kripa Ram in his Gulzari Kashmir gives a 
long list of instruments that Kashmeris have used in 
the manufacture of arms, specially swords and gum 
barrels. 


Pistols are made in admirable imitation of the 
European work. Lawarance, in his valley of Kashmir, 
writes about a Muslman firm of Srinager, that they could 
tum out good Guns and Rifles, and replace parts weapons 
in so cleaver manner that it is difficult to detect the 
difference between Kashmeri and English workmanship. 


The museum’s arms and armory gallery houses a 
very good collection of olden guns, cannons, pistil’s and 
swords made in Kashmir, besides the guns used in world 
war first. The most of items of this gallery had actually 
been transferred from the military stores of the Maharaja. 
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Painting Gallery 


The painting gallery of the SPS Museum houses very 
few Kashmirian paintings which included few banners 
and portraits of 18th and 19th Century AD, besides there 
are several illustrated manuscript leaves which also 
depicted local Kashmirian painting themes. The gallery 
houses a set of portraits of various Rajas and Maharajas, 
these portraits are recorded to have been collected from 
Jammu. Besides paintings from Jammu, there is good 
collection of miniatures of Kangra, Basohli and Rajasthani 
school of art housed in the painting gallery of the 
museum. The miniatures are painted in magnificent colors 
and respective traditional styles. The date of these 
paintings does not go beyond 18th Century AD. (Till 
the writing of this booklet, the painting collection was 
yet to be shifted to the new museum complex) 


Manuscripts Gallery 


Calligraphy the decorative writing art, till recent times 
was an established institution of Kashmir, and had 
flourished to the corners of this land, thus produced 
hundreds of manuscripts every year. The Muslim peers 
and Hindu pundits played an important role in 
establishing calligraphy institutions. Unfortunately, 
Kashmir could not preserve all these manuscripts, 
thousands of manuscripts got lost in ancient times. 


Still thousands of manuscripts are found here and 
have been preserved in various museums and libraries 
of the valley. 

The SPS Museum houses hundreds of the ancient 
manuscripts in its Manuscript gallery. One of the oldest 
manuscripts written in Gilgitian characters dated to 7! 
century AD. It is a Buddhist manuscript and believed 
to have been discovered from a cave at Gilgit before 
1947 AD. The museum was recently awarded by the 
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government of India for possessing of such a rare 
manuscript. (Till the writing of this booklet, the manuscript 
collection was yet to be shifted to the new museum 
complex}, besides the museum has rich literary treasure, 


on religions, philosophy, history, geography, astronomy, 
art and cwiture, in Sharda, Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic 
letters an.’ languages. 

Textile (xatlery 


The textile galley of the museum houses exquisite 
collection of kashmeri shawls both kani, and amlikar. 
Besides, the needled worked table covers and 
handkerchiefs. There are also fine carpets and embroidery 
specimens. The gallery maintains about 500 hundred 
wonderful textile items. 


There is a master Amlikar Shawl wherein is 
embroidered the map of Srinagar city with their geography 
and names. The Shawl is recorded have been prepared 
in the workshop of Ghulam Ahmad Kaloo in the old 
Srinagar city during the period of Maharaja Rambir Singh. 

One of the master pieces of Kashmir textiles is in 
needle work. It is a table cover wherein seven different 
needle worked pieces are patched together. The Center 
gives a design which depicts razes of the sun. 


(Till the writing of this booklet, the textile collection 
was yet to be shifted to the new museum complex) 


Natural History 


This gallery of the museum is very interesting for 
children and for the visitors interested in exploring the 
natural history of this land. The gallery houses more 
than 600, stuffs of animals and birds. Number of such 
stuffs is on display in this gallery. Varieties of eagle 
stuffs and of the migratory birds are also exhibited. The 
gallery displays the fossil of the extinguished animal 
called mammoth, which is believed, dates back to 50,000 





years. These fossils have been way back discovered from 
Sumbar-Pompur and Wofzan Bijbehera. 

As history records that European sportsmen during 
the times of Maharajas used to shoot the hunting animals 
to make it an adventure and excluding few reserved 
wildlife parks, there was no such restriction on this trade. 
The hunters used to hunt the birds, while as the 
taxidermists used to make out beautiful stiffs of them. 
The gallery is recorded to have been setup by the 
European fauna expert called Col. A.E. wards and assisted 
by G. Pearls. 

Among the animal stuffs mention may be made of 
kashmeri Muskdeers, Markhoor, Barasingha, the great 
Tibetan Sheep, Ibex, Monkeys, Snow Leopards and bears. 
The bird stuffs include various varieties of vultures’, 
crows, eagles, falcons, Hazaardastan, Haroons, king- 
fishers, Golden Oriole, Chakor, Nilkanth, wood-cockers 
etc. the eagle stuffs are of fishing eagle, common eagle, 
steep eagle, crested serpent eagle and white eyed buzzard 
eagle. 


Geology and Mineral Gallery 


The gallery houses hundreds of specimen of geological 
and mineral wealth found in the state, which include 
ancient fossils, rocks and mineral ors. These items have 
been found from the length and breadth of the Jammu 
and Kashmir state. Several pieces of rocks and fossils 
obtained by Dr. Neothing in 1902, from the famous fossil 
Park of Khanumoh Srinager. 


The objects of the natural history and geology and 
mining gallery are in the old museum and are not been 
shifted to the new complex. It is learnt that government 
has decided to setup a natural history museum in the 
old building, however, till the writing of this booklet 
there was no progress on this proposal and these item 
had been lying in their old cabins. 
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